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HOUSE BI LL 1698

Passed Legislature - 2011 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 62nd Legi sl ature 2011 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Lytton, Mrris, Van De Wege, Bl ake, and Liias; by
request of Departnment of Fish and Wldlife

Read first time 01/31/11. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture &
Nat ural Resources.

AN ACT Relating to recreational fishing opportunities; anmendi ng RCW
77.105. 005, 77.105.020, 77.105.030, 77.105.050, and 77.105.160; adding
a new section to chapter 77.105 RCW and repealing RCW 77.105. 040,
77.105. 060, 77.105.070, 77.105.080, 77.105.090, 77.105.100, 77.105.110,
77.105.120, and 77.105. 130.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW77.105.005 and 1993 sp.s. ¢ 2 s 82 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The legislature finds the sheltered waters of Puget Sound
(waters east of the Sekiu river) have historically provided the
citizens of the state with the safest and npbst convenient access to
productive marine recreational fishing.

(2) The | egislature ((H+Hrnds—thatreecreationalfishingoppoertunities
For—salmon—and—martne—botton-sh—haveheen—dwndHng—i+n—recent—years—
H-—ts—+mportant—to—restore—di-mntshed—reereattonal—fshertes—and—to
enhance the sal non and marine bottonfish resource to assure sustained
produetivity)) further recognizes the economc value in restoring and
rebuilding the recreational fishing opportunities_in Puget Sound_ for
salmon _and narine bottonfish, and that these opportunities have
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declined in_the past two_ decades. I nvestnents made in recreationa
fishing progranms wll repay the people of the state many tines over in
i ncreased econom c activity and in an inproved quality of |ife.

(3) It is the intent of the legislature to inprove recreationa
fishing opportunities in Puget Sound and Lake WAshington from current
levels and increase the econonmc benefits from_ the fishery,
particularly recogni zing the unique recreational experience provided by
the winter salnon fishery. 1In addition, the | eqgislature has determ ned
that the nunber of angler trips expended in these waters is the neasure
of fishing opportunity.

Sec. 2. RCW77.105.020 and 1993 sp.s. ¢ 2 s 84 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Consistent with avail able revenue, conmi ssion policies, tribal
comanager agreenents, _and limtations of the endangered species_act,
the departnent, in consultation with the oversight commttee created in
RCW 77.105. 160, _shall adaptively nmanage_the Puget Sound_recreationa
salnon and narine fish enhancenent programto nmaxim ze the benefits to
t he Puget Sound recreational fishery.

(2) The departnent has the follow ng duties:

(a) The departnent shall ((+—DPbevelep—a—short—tern)) utilize a
program of hatchery-based sal non enhancenent ((ustrg—f+reshwater—pond
sttes—for—the —Hnal —reartng—phaser)) and solicit support from
cooperative projects, regional enhancenment groups, and other supporting
organi zations((+)) to_inprove_ recreational salnon_fishing in_Puget
Sound.

(b) The departnment may conduct conprehensive research on resident
and migratory sal non producti on opportunities((:—anrd—conduct—researech))
on marine bottonfish production limtations, and on nethods for
artificial propagation of depleted marine bottonfish.

{ { bLong-term—responstbibties—of —the —departrent —are—to—Fubby
Hplerent—enhancerent—efforts—tor —Puget—Sound—and—HoodCanal—resi-dent
satlron—and —marine —bottorlsh—i-denti-y—opportunities—to—reestablb-sh
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(c) The programnust facilitate conti nued and i nproved recreationa
fishing opportunities in Puget Sound and Lake Washi ngt on as neasur ed by

HB 1698. SL p. 2
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increased angler trips of participation. The coordinator, as
identified in RCW77.105. 010, shall assist the oversight conmttee with
devel opnent of reconmendati ons_for outconme-based goals and objectives
to assess the effectiveness of the program

(d) The director shall neet with the oversight commttee each year
to review and approve these goals and objectives.

(e) The director and _oversight commttee shall report annually to
the comm ssion on the goals of the programand the effectiveness of the
program in_neeting_those goals. bj ectives include, but are not
limted to, an increase in salnon and bottonfish angler trips.

(f) The departnent and the oversight commttee shall seek to reach
consensus regarding program__activities and expenditures. The
departnent shall provide the oversight committee wth a witten
expl anation_when_the departnent expends funds from the recreational
fisheries enhancenent account that differs substantially from oversi ght
comm ttee reconmendati ons.

(g) Consistent with RCW 43.01.036, the_ departnent and oversi ght
conmmttee shall make a joint report to the leqgislature on_the
effectiveness of this program in_biennial reports. Reports nust
include the goals and objectives of the previous biennium and a
determ nation_of whether the goals_ and_ objectives were net_ and_an
explanation if the departnent did not neet these specific objectives.

Sec. 3. RCW77.105.030 and 1993 sp.s. ¢ 2 s 85 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The departnment ((shatklh)) nmay seek recommendati ons from persons who
are expert on the planning and operation of progranms for enhancenent of
recreational fisheries. The departnent ((shak—+uy)) may use the
expertise of the University of Wshington ((eeHege—oef—fHisheries))
school of aquatic and fishery sciences and the sea grant programto
devel op research and enhancenent prograns.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A newsection is added to chapter 77.105 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent shall wutilize artificial rearing of salnon to
i nprove recreational salnmon fishing in Puget Sound. In managi ng
sal non, the departnment shall seek to devel op and i npl enent nethods t hat

p. 3 HB 1698. SL
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w Il increase recreational angling opportunities. These nethods may
i nclude, but are not limted to, the foll ow ng tools:

(1) Uilization of salnon artificial rearing techniques that
contribute to the recreational fisheries in Puget Sound, especially
wi nter sal non fishing.

(2) Optimum use of hatchery sal non through expanded recreationa
mar k- sel ective fisheries.

(3) Uilization of recreational salnon and marine fish enhancenent
program funds for catch nonitoring when required to increase
recreational mark-selective fisheries.

(4) Consideration of new catch and rel ease recreational fisheries
utilizing gear and net hods known to m nim ze hooking nortality.

(5) Providing public information regarding angling opportunities
and fishing nethods.

Sec. 5. RCW77.105.050 and 1993 sp.s. ¢ 2 s 87 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The departnent ((shatt)) may conduct research, devel op nethods, and
i npl enment prograns for the artificial rearing and release of marine
bottonfi sh species. ( ( tbngeod——habi-but——roekit-sh-—and —Pact-H-ec—cod

reereat+onal—fishery—)) Marine bottonfish species of inportance in the

recreational fishery are the prinary enphasis. The departnent nmay use
artificial habitats to restore and mtigate for deqgraded rockfish
habitats and enhance recreational opportunities.

Sec. 6. RCW77.105.160 and 2003 ¢ 173 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The Puget Sound recreational fisheries enhancenent oversight
commttee is created. The director shall appoint at |east seven
menbers representing sport fishing ((erganrtzations)) interests to the
commttee froma list of applicants, ensuring broad representation from
the sport fishing community. Each nenber shall serve for a termof two
years, and may be reappointed for subsequent two-year terns at the
di scretion of the director. Menbers of the commttee serve wthout
conpensati on.

(2) The Puget Sound recreational fisheries enhancenent oversight
commttee has the follow ng duties:

HB 1698. SL p. 4
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(a) Advise the departnment on all aspects of the Puget Sound
recreational fisheries enhancenent program

(b) Develop reconmendations, with assistance fromthe coordinator,
for outcone-based goals and objectives to assess the effectiveness of
the program

(c) Meet with the director each year to_review these goals_and
obj ecti ves;

(d) Report annually with the director to the conmssion_on_the
goals of the program and the effectiveness of the program in neeting
t hose goal s;

(e) Review and provide guidance on the annual budget for the
recreational fisheries enhancenent account;

((€e))) () Select a chair of the commttee. It is the chair's
duty to coordinate with the departnment on all issues related to the
Puget Sound recreational fisheries enhancenent program

((66))) () Meet at least quarterly wth the departnent's
coordinator as_identified in_RCW 77.105.010 of the Puget Sound
recreational fisheries enhancenent program

((€e))) (h) Review and coment on program docunents and proposed
production of sal non and ot her species; ((and

£)) (i) Address other issues related to the purposes of the Puget
Sound recreational fisheries enhancenent programthat are of interest
to recreational fishers in Puget Sound; and

(j) Consistent with RCW 43.01.036, neke a joint report with the
departnent to _the_ leqgislature_ each_ biennium on_the_ status of the

program

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. The following acts or parts of acts are each
r epeal ed:

(1) RCW 77.105.040 (Del ayed-rel ease chinook sal non--Freshwater
rearing) and 1993 sp.s. ¢ 2 s 86;

(2) RCW77.105.060 (Additional research) and 1993 sp.s. ¢ 2 s 88;

(3) RCW 77.105.070 (Siting process for enhancenent projects--
Cooperation with other entities) and 1994 ¢ 264 s 47 & 1993 sp.s. ¢ 2
s 89;

(4) RCW 77.105.080 (Public awareness progranm and 1993 sp.s. ¢ 2 s
90;
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(5 RCW77.105.090 (Managenent of predators) and 1993 sp.s. ¢ 2 s
91;

(6) RCW 77.105.100 (Plans to target hatchery-produced fish--
Participation by fishing interests--Feasibility of increased survival
and production of chinook and coho sal non) and 1993 sp.s. ¢ 2 s 92;

(7) RCW77.105.110 (Coordination of sport fishing programwith wld
stock initiative) and 1993 sp.s. ¢ 2 s 93;

(8 RCW 77.105.120 (Increased recreational access to salnon and
marine fish resources--Plans) and 1993 sp.s. ¢ 2 s 94; and

(9) RCW77.105.130 (Recreational fishing projects--Contracting with
entities) and 1993 sp.s. ¢ 2 s 95.

Passed by the House February 28, 2011.

Passed by the Senate April 11, 2011.

Approved by the Governor May 5, 2011.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 6, 2011.
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